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UL 217 8th Edition

What Is UL 217?

•

• UL 217 is the standard that all smoke alarms must be tested to in order to be a 
UL Listed smoke alarm
ETL and UL are the 2 testing labs authorized to test to the UL 217 standard

What Is The 8th Edition?

•
•

• UL 217 8th Edition sets new testing standards designed to give as much
advanced warning as possible, yet reduce the number of nuisance alarms
It is the first major technical update to smoke alarms since 2006
UL 8th Edition requires more than 200 technical changes to current smoke
alarms



Why The Change?

•

•

•

• Modern homes use more 
synthetic materials which burn 
differently than organic materials
Modern floor plans feature open 
floor plans allowing for smoke and 
fire to spread more quickly
Nuisance alarms are the #1 
reason homeowners disable their 
smoke alarms
Escape times in the event of a fire 
have decreased; on average 10 - 
15 minutes in the 1970’s to less 
than 3 minutes today
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What Does This All Mean?

•

•

•
•

• As of June 30, 2024, all smoke alarm
manufacturers can only build products that
meet the new standard
Alarms built before then meet the UL
standard and can still be sold, installed and
used (this is a manufacturing standard, not
a building code or legislative change)
This will require all new smoke alarms and
combination smoke/CO alarms; it does not
affect CO only or other alarms
Part/model numbers will change
New price points; the new technology will
cost more
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Over 200 
Technical Changes

New 
Models / Lineup

New Market 
Price Points

UL ANNOUNCED DELAY TO JUNE 30, 2024 Compliant Models

BRK
28 Models 

(ATM Granted)
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UL 217 8th Edition - Recap

Smoke Alarms – Major Changes Coming

• UL 217 8th Edition – set for June 2024

• New testing protocol for Smoke Alarms only (CO not affected)

• NOT A BUILDING OR LEGISLATION CODE – It is a change to the
standard that will require new models to meet it

• Precision Detection:
• BRK/First Alert’s advanced sensing technology that will be used

for all smoke and combination alarms compliant with UL 217 8th

Edition
• New sensing technology detects smoke faster and provides

earlier warning
• Help distinguish between nuisance alarms and a fire emergency



Thank you!
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